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DROUGHT GRIPS  RIO GRANDE

From the Rio Grande’s source in Colorado
to the Gulf of Mexico,  newspaper headlines scream
bad news: WATER SITUATION GROWING
WORSE warns the Alamosa Valley Courier in Colo-
rado.  MORE WATER LIMITS reports the Santa Fe
New Mexican.  GRIPPED BY DROUGHT blares the
El Paso Times.  WATER SHORTAGE IS CRITICAL
alerts the Valley Morning Star in Harlingen.  30-
YEAR DROUGHT? wonders the Brownsville Her-
ald.  Forecasters see no
end in sight to the
drought that has left
farmers scrambling to
find water for their
crops and city dwellers
coping with  brown
lawns and dirty cars due
to water  restrictions.

The Interna-
tional Boundary and
Water Commission
(IBWC) witnesses the
effects of drought daily.
The IBWC operates
two major international
storage reservoirs on
the Rio Grande –
Amistad Dam and Falcon Dam .  This spring, water
levels in Amistad were 31% of normal conservation
capacity while Falcon was at 10% – levels approach-
ing all-time lows.

Already battered by drought and choked by
exotic weeds, the river suffered another insult last
year when a coastal sandbar blocked its path to the
Gulf of Mexico.  The U.S. Section of the IBWC
(USIBWC) is currently researching options for re-

opening the river’s mouth and facilitating coopera-
tive binational actions to control the weeds.

Complicating the situation is the fact that
Mexico owes water to the United States under the
terms of the 1944 Water Treaty.  The IBWC has been
negotiating to address this deficit.

Farther upstream, forecasters predict that
conditions will worsen in 2003.  Water for southern
New Mexico and the greater El Paso area is stored at

Elephant Butte Dam in
New Mexico.  In this
area, the USIBWC de-
livers water to Mexico
under the terms of the
Convention of 1906.
While irrigators and
municipal users expect
to receive their full
share of water  from the
dam this year, drastic
cuts could follow in
2003 affecting all users,
including Mexico.
          The U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation predicts
spring runoff for the
Rio Grande at San

Marcial of just 2% of average.  Precipitation in the
basin was only 32% of average in March.

Santa Fe has implemented strict water restric-
tions and El Paso is expected to follow suit next year.

As the entire basin braces for even dryer con-
ditions to come,  some Lower Rio Grande Valley resi-
dents are actually hoping for a hurricane while New
Mexicans and Coloradans have their fingers crossed
for a snowy winter.

Drought has exposed expanses of  land and rock normally
under  water  a t  Falcon Reservoir



USIBWC Commissioner Carlos M. Ramirez
hosted a border-wide tour of IBWC projects for key offi-
cials from Washington, DC.   Jonathan
Parks of the State Department, Ben
Powell of the Office of Management
and Budget, and Andrew Velthaus of
the Treasury Department – all of
whom have responsibilities related to
the USIBWC budget and projects –
participated in the week-long tour.

The group started April 7 in
San Diego, California and ended in
Mercedes, Texas on  April 12. Along
the way, they stopped in Yuma,
Nogales, El Paso, Presidio, Amistad,
and Falcon.  The rapid pace of travel
was facilitated by a chartered plane
from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
USIBWC staff Robert Ortega, Jim Robinson, and Jim
Stefanov joined Commissioner Ramirez and the Washing-
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C  O F F I C I A L S
T O U R  I B W C  P R O J E C T S

ton officials for parts of the tour.  The Commission’s
project managers also played a key role in hosting the

visitors and educating them
about the agency’s work.

The tour went off
without a hitch and will no
doubt benefit the U.S. Section
by providing those individuals
involved in the agency’s budget
process with a better under-
standing of the IBWC mission
and challenges.

The IBWC conducted
a similar tour for key officials
from the U.S. Department of
State two years ago.

Commissioner Ramir-
ez is committed to raising

awareness among officials in the nation’s capital about
the border region’s needs.

Commissioner Ramirez, Jonathan Parks, Andrew
Velthaus, and Ben Powell (l to r) at Rio Grande
gaging station at Presidio

C I T I Z E N S ’  F O R U M  B O A R D  C O N D U C T S
F I R S T  M E E T I N G  I N  S A N  D I E G O

The newly-formed USIBWC Citizens’ Forum for
San Diego County held its first public meeting in March at
the City of Imperial Beach Community Room.  USIBWC
Commissioner Carlos M. Ramirez  established the forum
to promote the exchange of information between the Com-
mission and the public about IBWC projects in the area.

At the meeting, board members and the public heard
updates about the Commission’s  efforts to enhance waste-
water treatment and monitoring, options for diverting sew-
age and trash from the Tijuana River at the international
border, and results of a feasibility study for a binational
aqueduct to convey Colorado River water to San Diego
and Tijuana (the study recommends additional analysis
before proceeding).

The meeting was chaired by USIBWC Principal
Engineer and board co-chair Debra Little.  The board elected
Imperial Beach City Councilwoman Mayda Winter to serve
as community co-chair.  The other board members are:
David Gomez representing Citizens Revolting Against Pol-
lution and the Tia Juana Valley County Water District,

attorney George Gonzalez, Richard Gonzales of the Re-
publican Central Committee, Jon Jamieson of the Cali-
fornia Water Environment Association, Jeff Knox of the
Tijuana Sloughs Surf Club, Jim Peugh of the San Diego
Audubon Society, Southwestern College biology pro-
fessor Terry Thomas, Imperial Beach resident Michael
W. Williams, and Fred Threats, a retired Navy officer
who lives near the USIBWC wastewater treatment plant.

“I believe this board reflects diverse viewpoints
in the community,” said Commissioner Ramirez.  “My
staff and I look forward to working with these individu-
als and their organizations to address boundary and water
concerns in the area.”

The San Diego Citizens’ Forum is the second
such group established by the USIBWC.   The agency
has had a Citizens’ Forum in the El Paso-Las Cruces
area since 1999.  The Southeast Arizona Citizens’ Fo-
rum board is expected to conduct its first meeting in
June while plans are underway to establish additional
groups in other border areas.



Several USIBWC staff received Distinguished Public
Service Awards from the Federal Executive Associa-
tion of El Paso.  The program recognizes area federal
employees and active duty military personnel in the area
who have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in
public service.   The agency award recipients are in
blue and the other nominees in green:

President’s Special Award Category:  Boundary
Strawbalers Gabriel Duran, Jesus Bolaños, Cesar
Boisselier, former employee Andy Seiger

The United States Section of the International
Boundary and Water Commission, United States and
Mexico (USIBWC), has released a report, “Deliveries
of Waters Allotted to the United States Under Article 4
of the United States-Mexico Water Treaty of 1944.”  The
report outlines actions taken by Mexico and the
USIBWC with regard to delivery of water by Mexico to
the United States in the Rio Grande basin.  The report
includes a technical annex with data related to condi-
tions in the basin, such as inflow and storage conditions
for Mexican reservoirs, precipitation data, and inflows
to the Rio Grande from Mexican tributaries.

The report is intended to provide data to the
general public.  It presents significant historical infor-
mation about application of the 1944 Water Treaty and
describes the efforts of the USIBWC to address a short-

USIBWC RELEASES REPORT ON MEXICAN WATER
DELIVERIES UNDER 1944 TREATY
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USIBWC STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

Outstanding Supervisor/Manager:  Debra Little (En-
gineering Dept.)

Outstanding Professional Employee:  Jacqueline
Nuñez (Information Management), Ken Rakestraw
(Water Accounting)
Oustanding Paraprofessional Employee:  Elizabeth
Lopez (Human Resources), Martha Padilla (Legal  Af-
fairs), Dolores Hinton (Acquisitions)
Outstanding Clerical Employee:  Helen Quezada
(Construction)

fall in water deliveries by Mexico.  The report was pre-
pared by the USIBWC with technical assistance from R.J.
Brandes Company of Austin, Texas.

The complete report and technical annex are avail-
able on the USIBWC web page, www.ibwc.state.gov, un-
der What’s New.  The USIBWC has a limited number of
hard copies for distribution upon request.

As described in the report, under Article 4 of the
1944 Water Treaty, Mexico is required to deliver water to
the United States from its tributaries to the Rio Grande.
However, since 1992, Mexico has incurred a deficit in those
deliveries in excess of 1 million acre-feet.  The information
presented in the report covers Mexican deliveries since the
1944 Treaty took effect and describes conditions in the
Mexican portion of the basin related to Article 4.

Congratulations to recently-promoted USIBWC staff:

Arthur Benavidez...............................................................Las Cruces
Silverio Garza III......................................................................Del Rio
Matthew Medor...................................HQ Information Management
Zenon Mora.........................................HQ Information Management
Jose Nuñez............................HQ Program and Project Management
Larry J. Peña............................................................................Del Rio
Arturo Ramos............................................................................Falcon
Larry Stout.............................HQ Program and Project Management

The USIBWC also welcomed the following new emplyees to staff:

Christopher Anzaldua.................................................................Mercedes
Daniel Arizmendi..........................................................................Nogales
Frank Delgado.................................................................HQ Acquisitions
Gregory Estock..............................................................................Nogales
Ronald Graham...............................................................................Falcon
Kenneth Mallery............................................................................Nogales
Maria Elena Martinez....................................................................Finance
Roque Reyes....................................................................................Falcon
Patricia Singer..................................................................HQ Acquisitions
Laura Wright....................................................................HQ Acquisitions

PROMOTIONS AND NEW HIRES
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